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Convention Notice. 

Tin; National Executive Com- 
mittee of the Brethren church 
will hold a meeting in the Falls 
City church, February tenth 
prox., tor the purpose of taking 
into consideration t h e ad v isability 
of calling a national convention, 
and if thought advisable to do bo, 
to select the time and place and 
arrange for snob Convention. 
The duties assigned this com- 
mittee are of grave importance, 
and the prayers of the church 
are solicited that the Committee 
may be directed by the wisdom 
that is from above, in the trans* 
action ot this business. Any 
one having suggestions to make 
that will be ot tienefit ttt the com 
mittee, will please forward tin- 
time to me mid they will re 
ceive respectful consideration. 
We solicit such aid frorr the 
brethren. 

E. L. Yoder. 

Falls City, Neb., Jan, 18. 


The Class In Theology. 

Elsewhere it will be noticed 
that Brother Masou proposes to 
spend a day of each week with 
the several young ministers at 
the College, in the study of re- 
ligious subjects. Something nf 
this kind is much needed at the 
College, and we arc glad that he 
feels such an interest in the cause 
that he is willing to give his 
time to test a venture of this 
kind. If it proves successful, 
tun! we hope it will, the Trustees 
should take steps to make a de 
psrtmeut iu this line, a perma- 
nent fixture of the Institution, 


Progressive Brethren, 

The Eastern Editor of the 

a 

Qospel Messenger, left the sacred 
precincts of his sanctum lately 
on a business excursion, and 
while traveling 'ell in with "on- 
sanctified surroundings'' as be, 
himself ox presses it, and among 
other things be gets off the to I 
lowing in his correspondence 
which we copy for the purpose 
of making a few corrections. 
This is what he eays : 

On oar way out we tell in com- 
pany with a number of our Pro- 
gressive Brethren — Unagy, the 
Meyersdale minister, Dr. tj. M. 
Beechly and others. We never 
meet with these Brethren but 
what we are saddened at the 
thought of our church relations 
being severed tor so little cause. 
A little more Christ, and a little 
more love, and, instead of die 
no ions, we would all be one. 
Progression, as applied to them 
in a religions sense, over our own 
church, it a misnomer, and in 


any other sense there is no need 
ot it. Sin and the devil are pro- 
gressive enough in the world, 
and we need no new parties to 
help along. We are willing to 

five them credit for all they 
are and all they do towards 
making better men and women 
— better Christians, but progres- 
sion towards world lyism is not 
the right way to re neb. ends to 
desirable. 

We agree with the above tbat 
more Christ and more love, or 
in other words, less of Annual 
Meeting mandatory law, and less 
of human hate and jealousy 
would have saved the division 
of the church. He should have, 
however, made this statement 
plain so that there could be no 
mistake as to where the blame 
for the division rests. The 
Brethren did not recede, and the 
responsibility rests with those 
who did the expelling and di- 
viding, and if there was no prin- 
ciple at stake, (hen the division 
certainly was uncalled for and 
should not have been made. 

The expression, "Progressing 
towards worldlyipm," is peculiar 
and is used bv the class to which 
the editor belongs to meet cer- 
tain exigencies that can be met 
iu no other way without a con- 
cession on their part which it 
seems they are not willing to 
make. 

■ We have adopted the name 
Brethren for ourselves, but this 
name is also claimed by them, 
and to distinguish us, they insist 
on calling us "Progressive Breth- 
ren." But this is an honorable 
distinction, and to counteract 
the prestige thai this name might 
give us they try to make the 
word progression mean retrogres- 
sion, and insinuate that our pro- 
gression lies in the wrjng di- 
rictton — towards the world. 

Now the word progressive is 
never used to represent a move 
in the direct in n of evil but al- 
ways an advant-ement towards 
that which is commendable and 
good. Neither do we believe 
that the word need be torced out 
of its original and legitimate 
meaning to malt- it apply to ne 
as a church. 

The pretext for the division 
was that certain ones in the 
church were advocating pro- 
gressive jiririi-r) [■■* and some ot 
these progressive principles were 
Sunday school, prayer meetings 
and a higher education. These 
were not worldly things but 
things that were commendable 
and good, and it is believed that 
the church is still a zealous ad- 
vocate ot all that is pure and 
ennobling and truly progressive 
in its character. We believe 
that the church to which the 
editor belongs has also made 
some progress within the last few 
years and if as is claimed in the 
above that progression as sp 
plied to us over his church is a 
misnomer ; it is in consequence of 
this and not because we have 
retrograded. 

If it has become apparent that 
we have sbeceeded in bringing 
those who opposed the measures 
we advocated and for which we 
suffered persecution to a realiz- 
ing sense of their error, even to 
the adoption ot the measures 
in controversy then we claim 
that we have gained a victory 
and there should be an honorable 
surrender. As long as we recog- 
nise Christ aa the only head of 
the church, and the Qospel as 
our only Creed, and strive to 
walk worthy ot the vocation 
wherein we are called we shall 
not be found retrograding to- 
wards "worldly ism" or any sec- 


tarianism, or Annual- meeting- 
ism, or any other non- progres- 
sive ism. God grant us graee 
that we may neves disgrace the 
name of Progressive Christians. 
E. L. Y. 

Sorry For Us. 

Some one who signs himselt 
'•(''' in the editorial columns ol 
the Herald ot Truth, published 
at Elkhart, Intl., the organ of 
the Mennonite church, greatly 
arrs in drawing conclusions 
about us and the Brethren 
church, from a late article pub- 
lished in these columns. That 
our readers may understand all 
tully, we reproduce the entire 
article. 

L'ns ettl ei> y u ebti o n h. —The Ed 1 
tor of the liu uTtiKKN Evangelist an- 
nounces himself neutral on the ques- 
tions or open communion and secrecy, 
lie claims that they are unsettled ques- 
tions ■ waiting the decision or a general 
conference of their church, and re- 
trains from ex ureas in ft his views lest 
he might influence the minds nf his 
readers one way or the other. It does 
appear plausible that an editor who 
understands the Scriptures and believes 
in the directions of the Word and the 
Spirit at God should have con victims of 
truth that would press upon him the 
duty of writing boldly and decidedly to 
influence if possible the minds of his 
readers to accept the truth, ft does 
look as though he thought the truth of 
(iod depended on a decision of a gener- 
al conference of his church, or that he 
Is more a servant of his church than of 
God. 

This editor should remember that the 
above were not unsettled questions 
among the llrethren or Dunkards of 50 
or lOOyears ago, which he so vehement- 
ly declares his faction of the church to 
represent. We must sometimes wonder 
whether after all they of the Kv an he- 
list do not see themselves going, go. 
ing-away from the principles of the 
Gospel* We feel sorry that we have to 
see it so for the sake of the many pe- 
culiar doctri ues which we Menuonitea 
have held in common with the llreth- 
ren or I nin LikIx ever since they where 
iu existence as an orgauizslion. Let 
all our readers remember that open 
communion and holding membership 
with secret organizations are settled 
questions with us; and if any minds are 
not well settled on these questions we 
hope to show them many reasons whv 
we as non-resistant Christians should 
oppose their introduction into the 
church, which has so far been kept 
clear of them. Yet we do not wish to 
speak d isres pec t f u I ty o f tl lem , hard as 
we may oppose them, because many 
may advocate them whose associations 
may have prevented them from giving 
these questions a .Scriptural considera 
tlon. 

We would yet state with regard to the 
Brethren of the Evangelist that if 
their manner of dealing with the ques- 
tion ot fashionable dress and worldly 
conformity is any indication nf the 
character of their legislation on th e 
above questions, it will not require a 
prophet to tell now how tlmy will dis- 
pose of epeu communion and secrecy 
before they shall be considered many 
times by their General Conference. 

C. 

First, we will inform our es- 
teemed contemporary that the 
editor of the Evangelist is not 
neutral upon any question that 
be knows anything ab«ut % He 
is a person of decided convic- 
tions, and the man who endeav- 
ors to coax, scare or drive him 
into doing anything contrary to 
such convictions, ie on a fools 
errand. 

Had he said that the Evange- 
list was n antral on those ques- 
tions, there would then be a 
show of truth for the statement 
made. But this is not the truth. 
There ie a right way and a wrong 
way to handle all questions. By 
ipsane freaks mora harm may be 
done to a good cause in a few 
moments than can be counter- 
acted in half a century. These 
questions are settled, we be- 
lieve, as far as they ever will be 
settled by a conference of the 
Brethren chnrcb ; and we claim 
to be a servant of the chnrcb. 
But this servitude must demand 


lrom us nothing that isinconsist 
ent with our duty to Christ aa 
we are able to understand that 
duty. Therefore, where two 
parties with equal claims upon 
our service demand opposites, 
we ask to know what sort of 
master we are to serve. This 
does not say that we will serve a 
church rather than (iod; and 
this does not say that any one 
has demanded that we should 
vindicate the lodge system or in 
any way shield it. No such de- 
mand has been made upon us, 
and any man who would make 
it would be upon a fools errand. 
As much mar be said about the 
subject of open communion. And, 
moreover this editor never made 
any kind of a claim that bis tac- 
tion represented the Dunkards of 
60 or a 100 years ago. 

So far as the Dunkards of fifty 
or a hundred yesrs ago are con- 
cerned, wo are no more guided 
by their ways and opinions than 
we are by the discipline ot the 
monks of St. Anthony. When 
we became a part of this Breth- 
ren church wbicb we are preach- 
ing and writing in and praying 
for now, we did so upon the 
platform Ot the gospel ot Jesus 
Christ ; when we receive mem- 
hers into the Brethren church, 
we ask them to take the New 
Testament as their all sufficient 
rule of faith and practice, and 
give them a copy of the accepted 
discipline, and that is what we 
propose to stand by first, last and 
all the time, and nothing more. 
Instead ot going away from the 
principles of the gospel, we are 
working hard to get down to 
them ; and so far as dress is con- 
corned, the whole "Dnnkard" 
church is just like the Mennon- 
ite church ; it is leaving the 
plain ways of its infanoy and be- 
coming more dressy. 

Like many other churches, 
tite followers of the holy Menno 
have lelt the plain ways and are 
following in the same trail that 
others have. Buttons and hair- 
pins have lost their importance 
and are left to take care of them 
selves. i 

Now brottter Herald of Truth, 
between you and I, what is your 
church ? Is it a training school 
to fit men tor heaven, or is it a 
-walled resort where a few Chris- 
tians of a peculiar stamp of mind 
hide in and post op in conspicu- 
ous places, such and such sinners 
"not admitted here?" Do yon 
invite the contrite in heart to 
come in and be followers of the 
Lamb of God, and assist them to 
be such ? Will you invite them 
in and receive them kindly and 
teach them tbat the Church of 
Jesus Christ supplies every de 
mand ot the soul as an ecclesias- 
tical institution, and work to 
prove that your church is such ? 
Will yon say, "If any man thirst, 
let him come to me and drink ?" 
or will you post up a long column 
ot conditions of dress, ot associa- 
tion, of opinions, of hates ana 
dislikes ; and never expect to 
"teach them to observe all things 
whathsoever I have commanded 
yon," after they have been dis 
cipled and baptized? 

At least brother editor, we beg 
ot you to allow us time to learn 
thoroughly all about our founda- 
tion — tbe New Testament Scrip- 
tures — and build upon it before 
yon insist upon ns posting up 
signs that tbe superficial observer 
may run and read. We are not 
yet five years old as a chnrcb, 
and time is required. Lother 
and Menno were many years in 
peritying and developing truth. 


Because the "Dnnkard of 50 or 
a 100 years ago" believed this or 
that, is no reason that we should 
believe this or that, Christ si ys 
"I am they way," and we want 
to be after him. We want to be 
subject to him, and we will never 
know whether we amor not if we 
take the "Dnnkard of 50 or a 
hundred years ago" or Menno 
as ourguide. 

Time will tell what General 
Conferences of the Brethren 
Church will do — one thing sure 
there will be no legislation. 


The Investigator. 

The first number of the Inves- 
tigator has been mailed to its 
subscribers- It is a modest pe- 
riodical, and tbe future will tell 
what it shall be. We feel that it 
fills the place it is designed for, 
and it will be improved as we go. 
Tbe subscriptions are coming in 
encouragingly, and its future is 
promising. Brethren who have 
thought upon questions of a con- 
troversial character, should write 
them well and send them iu to 
the monthly. 


Now 1b the time to renew 
your subtteiiption. 


EDITORIAL ITEMS, 


Bro. J. D. McFndi.ii 'a "Forward Im- 
mersion" is now In press, and will be 
issued by the Tract Society shortly, 
Tti is is a tract of merit, and occupies a 
field peculiarly its own. 


A brother has sent us a long slipping 
from an Iowa secular paper, giving a 
history of the event* which led to tbe 
organization of the Brethren Church. 
While our brethren should avail them- 
selves of every opportunity to defend 
our faith and practice before the people 
iu secular papers, there is little tbat is 
new to the majority of our readers, and 
therefore we Lb ink other matter wilt 
interest our readers more. The article 
Is a first -rate one to. publish In a paper 
which Is read by a public whs do not 
know just what ground we occupy. 


Bro. Brown Is engaged to hold a pro- 
tracted meeting at Lexington, Preble 
Co., O., and any other places In tbe 
Miami Valley where bia services will 
be In demand. He will commence at 
Lexington, Feb. 32, 

The Gospel Messenger does not seem 
to be very good property, financially 
according to this statement found in 
Its editorial columns recently : 

"At present, were it not for the fact 
that we have, by clow attention to 
business ami bard work, built up acon- 
siderabie Job and Book Publishing In- 
terest, in connection with the publica- 
tion of the Messenger, we could not 
get out of the paper even a fair com- 
pensation for money invested and labor 
performed." 

Such being the standing of the Mes- 
senger which is tbe organ of the "main 
body," our brethren will be able to see 
why we need their encouragement and 
assistance in extending the circulation 
of the Evangelist. 


Harvard University 1b certainly a 
very fortunate educational Institution, 
and according to the following, It is 
again in luck : 

"Harvard has fallen heir to' another 
urge sum of money. By tbe bequest 
of the late John Q, A. Williams, tbs 
University will receive $400,00*." 

If some generous man would put a 
bequest one -fourth as large on Ashland 
College, It wouldr 


The cover of our new monthly, The 
Investigator, has the following on It : 
"This msguine will be a strong advo- 
cate of the doctrines and practice of 
the Christian church, as taught by our 
Lord and Master Jesus Christ and will 
be fearless In denouncing error and 
superstition." 

Bro. Alex Cousins writes that he ex- 
pects brother J. B. W ampler to bold a 
meeting soon In their locality, near 
North Buffalo, Fa. 

Bro. Mason passed through here last 
Thursday, taking his little two-year 
old girl with him to Farmers7llle, He 
has his two children with him and will 
keep them there until after the pro- 
tracted meeting which commenced 
last Sunday eve, 


